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turers; production amounted to 1,200,000
rounds a month.
At this later date the supply was under the
control of the Minister of Munitions, Mr. Lloyd
George, who took full credit for the result. The
British Commander-in-Chief evidently thought
that no credit was due to anybody else. He
wrote:
" The successful solution of the problem came
when Lloyd George applied to it that matchless
energy which has enabled him to come through
the great ordeal as England's most valued
leader in her direst hour/'
But the truth is that those 1,200,000 shells
which were delivered in October had all been
ordered before the Ministry of Munitions came
into existence. The Official History sums the
matter up in these words:
" The foundations of the great organization
which, in later years of the War, was to give the
Army not only a sufficient but an almost em-
barrassing supply of munitions may be said to
have been well and truly laid/'l
The third, and not the least serious, charge
in Colonel Repington's indictment was that
" Kitchener concealed the truth from his col-
leagues in the Cabinet"
Now it was not the business of civilian
members of the Cabinet to study the technical
1 OJL, 1915, p. 38.